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China to Clean-up Local Vehicle Toll Reduction Policies that Violate the Anti-Monopoly Law
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SAMR to Strengthen Antitrust Enforcement in the Fields of APIs and Construction Materials
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Beijing to Rectify the Broadband Monopoly in Buildings

#5312 Overseas News
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DOJ to Hold Workshop on Competition in Labor Markets
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Apple Faces Investigation for Suspected Unfair Competition in Russia
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JFTC Demands Action from Four Big Contractors Who Keep Cropping Up in Antitrust Cases

E R Z YR B Sk Smurfit Kappa B 22 W 47 4 78 B A FI 4% 5T 1. 2412 Bk
Smurfit Kappa Fined EUR 124m after Italian Cartel Investigation
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JFTC Investigating Apple over Pressure on Parts Makers
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KFTC Fines Japan’s Four-largest Automobile Parts Makers KRW 92bn over Price-fixing
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China to Clean-up Local Vehicle Toll Reduction Policies that Violate the Anti-
Monopoly Law

On 6 August 2019, China’s Ministry of Transport, National Development and Reform Commission and
Ministry of Finance jointly released the Notification on the Comprehensive Clean-up of Local Vehicle
Toll Reduction Policies (“Notification”). The Notification demands all relevant provincial departments
to comprehensively clean-up the provisions related to discriminatory charge subjects, standards and
prices which are in violation of the Anti-Monopoly Law (“AML”), and also clean-up the local vehicle
toll reduction policies which (i)result in unfair competitive advantage to local enterprises, goods and
other specific market entities and (ii)impede the national unified market and fair competition. (More)

WHREER R mARME ., AN EREFTRRZHHENE

201948A5H, EXTHREEELR (“THRERR” ) KAFEAK, THRELRARE
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SAMR to Strengthen Antitrust Enforcement in the Fields of APIs and Construction
Materials

On 5 August 2019, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) released a news
saying that it will strengthen the antitrust enforcement in the field of people’s livelihood, such as APIs
and construction materials; smooth the ways for complaints and reports; respond to people’s livelihood
concerns in a timely manner. Meanwhile, SAMR will focus on the common problems in different indus-
try, conduct researches on supervision principles in different industries and try to achieve the effect of
“investigating a case, standardizing an industry”, formulate supporting regulations to strengthen law en-
forcement, further improve the antitrust legal system and stipulate targeting supervision methods in con-
sideration of the characteristics of different industries. (More)
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http://xxgk.mot.gov.cn/jigou/glj/201908/t20190806_3234555.html
http://xxgk.mot.gov.cn/jigou/glj/201908/t20190806_3234555.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/zt/bwcx/zjhd/201908/t20190805_305412.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/zt/bwcx/zjhd/201908/t20190805_305412.html
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Beijing to Rectify the Broadband Monopoly in Buildings

Recently, the Beijing Communications Administration convened local basic telecommunication opera-
tors to had a discussion on the specific rectification of broadband monopoly in buildings. Since the rele-
vant regulatory documents were issued, local basic telecommunication operators have quickly imple-
mented the requirements of the documents by conducting a comprehensive review of their agents’ non-
standard business operation and exclusive monopoly clauses. Administrative penalties that imposed on
enterprises such as Beijing Jincheng Netcom Communication Technology Co., Ltd. have produced an
obvious deterrent effect and have effectively promoted the access of broadband resources of basic tele-
communications operators. (More)

WA A Overseas News
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DOJ to Hold Workshop on Competition in Labor Markets

On 8 August 2019, the Department of Justice (“DQOJ”) announced that it will hold a public workshop on
September 23, 2019, to discuss the role of antitrust enforcement in labor markets and promoting robust
competition for the American worker. The workshop will cover a variety of labor competition issues,
including, among other topics: anticompetitive no-poach and wage-fixing agreements, approaches to
labor market definition, the role of employer collaboration and contractual arrangements between em-
ployers on competition for workers, labor monopsony in merger enforcement, and antitrust exemptions
for collective bargaining and other labor union activity. (More)

FTEHELR AR, REHFAEREHREHRE

201948 F8H, EHEHME, P LIKHA K LW A (Federal Antimonopoly Service, “FAS”)
RN, BEEINE AN E FEAE (Kaspersky) B VR /G, FASE R ZE X3 R A 5 w480 F
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http://miit.gov.cn/n1146290/n1146402/n1146450/c7230881/content.html
http://miit.gov.cn/n1146290/n1146402/n1146450/c7230881/content.html
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-antitrust-division-hold-workshop-competition-labor-markets
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-antitrust-division-hold-workshop-competition-labor-markets
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Apple Faces Investigation for Suspected Unfair Competition in Russia

On 8 August 2019, Russia’s Federal Antimonopoly Service (“FAS”) announced that it has opened an
official probe of Apple — following a complaint from cybersecurity company Kaspersky Lab. FAS said
it was investigating why a new version of Kaspersky Lab’s Safe Kids application had been declined by
Apple’s operating system, resulting in a significant loss in functionality for the parental control app. It
said Apple had released version 12 of its own parental control app, Screen Time, which had similar
functions to the Kaspersky program. (More)

JFTCAHN B AW ARANEN XK, BXRMiERKZH &M

201948 A7H, # H Am#H W&, HAAF W EZZ R4S (Japan Fair Trade Commission,
“JFTC”) Z KA AAMAT I -7 29 0, TE]ZKEQK%%/A\?J (AMA. REEE., KEER
FEAKER) £F, EREAZEA LG KB ® P LI HE KR 28 EAT . JTFCEK R,
20165 LIk, WRWARANAETALWEZHEZHELEHR., (EEES)

JFTC Demands Action from Four Big Contractors Who Keep Cropping Up in Anti-
trust Cases

On 7 August 2019, The Japan Times reported that the Japan Fair Trade Commission (“JFTC”) Chair-
man Kazuyuki Sugimoto has separately summoned the presidents of four major general contractors to
demand action to prevent behavior in violation of antitrust rules within their groups. The apparently un-
precedented move by the JFTC followed a spate of antitrust violations by companies linked to the four
— Obayashi Corp., Kajima Corp., Taisei Corp. and Shimizu Corp. According to the JFTC, there have
been at least six antitrust violation cases involving companies of the four groups since 2016. (More)

F AR ZH N E L Smurfit KappaH Z ¥ 17 % £ 8 AR 5 1. 2412 % T

201948A6H, BER=ZmMHKKE, EANREZHRENL R FPMTZEERRE/R=YLE
Sk Smurfit Kappa & H % 5 @fﬁl\%é‘]m&ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂjl 240 T (4 ARMI8MLTT) T #.
EAE RN, AIEEILE, @ A2015F /20165 F M — A5 2 (R T8K) , £ ALK
WG E BT %Eﬁ(ﬁ ZE D M20124F FF 8, R AW B 46 F A — 4 3F IE X 89 4
F, MEESHEIREFERN R EAEENHEENE. (EEES)

Smurfit Kappa Fined EUR 124m after Italian Cartel Investigation

On 6 August 2019, The Irish Times reported that the Italian Market Competitiveness Protection
Authority (“AGCM”) has fined the Italian unit of the Irish cardboard box maker Smurfit Kappa Group
EUR 124m over price-fixing. The AGCM claimed that there was evidence a number of y
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-apple-russia/apple-faces-investigation-for-suspected-unfair-competition-in-russia-idUSKCN1UY0PE
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-apple-russia/apple-faces-investigation-for-suspected-unfair-competition-in-russia-idUSKCN1UY0PE
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/08/07/business/corporate-business/japans-ftc-demands-action-four-general-contractors-keep-cropping-antitrust-cases/#.XUuCOfZuLmL
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/08/07/business/corporate-business/japans-ftc-demands-action-four-general-contractors-keep-cropping-antitrust-cases/#.XUuCOfZuLmL
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/manufacturing/smurfit-kappa-fined-124m-after-italian-cartel-investigation-1.3978442
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integrated corrugated cardboard manufacturers — including Smurfit Kappa, DS Smith, Pro-Gest,
Laveggia, International Paper and others — co-ordinated sales policies of products in a series of at least
ight meetings between 2015 and 2016. The antitrust authority alleged that companies under
investigation used an informal price list, going back to at least 2012, to apply the same sales prices on
products offered to independent box makers. (More)

H#: SERSHEEMN HEIFICR 21T AL

201948A5H, BEE HA (FHF ) RBAH, IFTCEEMEERA S5 HATHMH
WA EA WA A, WA S R B KR 2N R X EAAAT h. BA (F
) 4, FTCHERT, ¥R EREMAITAR, BEREHHLTAT LR RETY
(i 7 BB RHR B A RS (know-how) 5 % — 5 /A 5145 R A AT 4 2 7 403 P A B (B 10 34
BRMEHAEN, FREULEVSERFEARS. (BEES)

JFTC Investigating Apple over Pressure on Parts Makers

On 5 August 2019, Reuters quoted the Mainichi as saying that the JFTC is investigating Apple over its
pressure on Japanese parts makers and whether it abused its power in violation of antimonopoly rules.
The JFTC survey of companies showed that Apple had signed contracts forcing firms to provide free
technology and know-how to its affiliates for parts manufacturing. When a company called it an in-
fringement of intellectual property rights and demanded a revision, Apple threatened to end their busi-
ness relationship. (More)

B EX AN ARETHE) BT H92012% T R 2 Wi 2

201948 A4H, B##HE LXK M#E, wE L FH % Z A2 (Korea Fair Trade Commission,

“KFTC”) ERUA%T, KFTCER HANKAFZT#HM4 & (Z28il. HIAFRA., &
o E A e WA mALD B E N BAT AT B IT92010# T (A6 AR TS3127m) By R 2 W 3T
¥, KFTCHRAN, W 8] 35 S HAF £ 7 B 8 B9 200 & B LA K £ B 9 B = ¢ A5 AT
HAKZKI0FZ A, (EEEL)

KFTC Fines Japan’s Four-largest Automobile Parts Makers KRW 92bn over Price-
fixing

On 4 August 2019, The Korea Herald reported that Japan’s four-largest automobile parts makers were
fined a combined total of KRW 92bn (USD 76m) by the Korea Fair Trade Commission (“KFTC”) for
fixing the prices of auto parts, officials said Sunday. According to the KFTC, four Japanese car parts
firms had fixed prices in collusion when selling alternators and ignition coils to local automakers for 10
years. The four companies included Mitsubishi Electric, Hitachi Automotive Systems, Denso Corpora-
tion and Diamond Electric Mfg. (More)
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https://www.irishtimes.com/business/manufacturing/smurfit-kappa-fined-124m-after-italian-cartel-investigation-1.3978442
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-apple-japan/japans-ftc-investigating-apple-over-pressure-on-parts-makers-mainichi-idUSKCN1UV2GS
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-apple-japan/japans-ftc-investigating-apple-over-pressure-on-parts-makers-mainichi-idUSKCN1UV2GS
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190804000119
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190804000119
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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