=1/ NEWSLETTER

o Eﬂi LIFANG & PARTNERS - s

KBS
N0.9 1

2019.08

iy o K
Weekly Competition Law News

= WEE Domestic News

THRERRB KA R A EREL, EAT. AET

Vice Minister of SAMR Gan Lin Visits Serbia, Morocco and Portugal
FZRFEREREUTIIAMERRXKFEAT

The 3rd China IPR & Competition Forum to be Held in WHU in Early November
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Sichuan AMR Holds a Meeting with Local APIs Manufactures amid Antitrust Issues

#INFA Overseas News

+ 7 BRI RPMAE 3 487 11 370 77 3¢ 45

UK Fines Casio GBP 3.7m for RPM

% Bl &5 12 E BNexstar i Tribune # % K % 7 | &

DOJ Requires Structural Relief to Resolve Antitrust Concerns in Nexstar’s Merger with Tribune
B R E kR E R R ERRRE R IMEE R R, BHE BN A
ECJ Issues First Ruling on Trucks Follow-on Claims

WHERRIFE, REEHELEAEFTCR ZH#HE

J&J Says FTC Probing Efforts to Protect Arthritis Drug Remicade
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Barclays, JP Morgan among Banks Facing UK Class Action over Forex-rigging
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Japanese Manufacturer Agrees to Pay USD 28.5m Criminal Antitrust Fine for Fixing Prices
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Vice Minister of SAMR Gan Lin Visits Serbia, Morocco and Portugal

From July 24 to August 2, Gan Lin, Vice Minister of China’s State Administration for Market Regula-
tion (“SAMR?”), led a delegation to Serbia, Morocco and Portugal to conduct high-level exchanges on
competition policy and antitrust enforcement with the antitrust authorities of the three countries. Gan
Lin signed Memorandum of Understanding on Competition Cooperation between China and Serbia
with the Commission for Protection of Competition of Serbia and had a meeting with Morocco Compe-
tition Council for implementing Memorandum of Understanding on Competition Cooperation and bilat-
eral enforcement cooperation. In addition, Gan Lin also negotiated with the Portuguese Competition
Authority for signing a memorandum of understanding on competition cooperation. (More)
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The 3" China IPR & Competition Forum to be Held in WHU in Early November

On 31 July 2019, the Secretariat of the Competition Law Research Institute of Hubei Law Society is-
sued a notification saying that the 3" China IPR & Competition Forum is scheduled to be held at Wuhan
University (“WHU”) in early November. This forum will focus on current hotspots of competition theo-
ry and practice, including but not limited to: (i)the amendment of the Anti-Monopoly Law (“AML”); (i)
competition issues regarding internet platform; (iii)the difficulty in the practice of fair competition re-
view system; (iv)the hotspots in the practice of building Powerful Intellectual Property Nation; and (v)
the IPR issues in the new technology revolution. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/201908/t20190802_305343.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/201908/t20190802_305343.html
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/-OwN7WZOHIpUB8U7tfd7XA?scene=25#wechat_redirect
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/-OwN7WZOHIpUB8U7tfd7XA?scene=25#wechat_redirect
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Sichuan AMR Holds a Meeting with Local APIs Manufactures amid Antitrust Is-
sues

On 26 July 2019, Sichuan Administration for Market Regulation (“Sichuan AMR”), together with the
relevant medical regulators, held a meeting with 22 local active pharmaceutical ingredients (“APIs”)
manufacturers. Sichuan AMR introduced the typical antitrust cases in the field of APIs and preached the
AML to the drugmakers. The relevant medical regulators put forward specific requirements for the at-
tendees in combination with the actual work. The representatives of the enterprises promised to stand-
ardize the business behavior, never participate in price conspiracy of APIs, resolutely support the anti-
trust enforcement and actively cooperate with relevant medical regulators to jointly maintain the market
order. (More)
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UK Fines Casio GBP 3.7m for RPM

On 1 August 2019, the Competition and Markets Authority of the United Kingdom announced that it
has fined Casio GBP 3.7m for breaking competition law by resale price maintenance (“RPM”) for its
digital pianos and keyboards. Casio admitted that, between 2013 and 2018, it broke competition law by

implementing a policy designed to restrict retailer freedom to set prices online, requiring digital pianos
and keyboards to be sold at or above a minimum price. It also monitored retailers’ prices and pressured
them to modify or raise their prices online when they fell below the specified minimum price. (More)
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http://scjgj.sc.gov.cn/zwdt/gzdt/201907/t20190730_224862.html
http://scjgj.sc.gov.cn/zwdt/gzdt/201907/t20190730_224862.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/piano-supplier-fined-3-7m-for-illegally-preventing-price-discounts
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/piano-supplier-fined-3-7m-for-illegally-preventing-price-discounts
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-requires-structural-relief-resolve-antitrust-concerns-nexstar-s-merger
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DOJ Requires Structural Relief to Resolve Antitrust Concerns in Nexstar’s Merger
with Tribune

On 31 July 2019, the Department of Justice (“DOJ”) announced that it will require Nexstar Media
Group Inc. and Tribune Media Company to divest one or more stations currently owned by either Nex-
star or Tribune in each of the thirteen markets as a condition of resolving a challenge to the proposed
USD 6.4bn merger between Nexstar and Tribune. Nexstar is now the second-largest local TV operator
in the U.S. after Sinclair, and the deal would catapult it to the top of the field. (More)

KRAZRFEER RN FEFRFRERERFREHET, BHEENE A

20197 A31H, #EZR=Z0HME, KAKEER—KMEK (European Court of Justice)
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ECJ Issues First Ruling on Trucks Follow-on Claims

On 31 July 2019, The Irish Times reported that the European Court of Justice (“ECJ”) issued first ruling
on trucks follow-on claims that an indirect purchaser of vehicles affected by the EU-wide trucks cartel
can sue a cartelist for damages in any member state where the cartel distorted market prices and the pur-
chaser claims to have suffered loss. The claims follow a determination by the European Commission in
July 2016, that several major truck manufacturers including DAF and Daimler, had broken EU anti-trust
laws. Record fines totaling EUR 3.8bn were imposed on the companies. After the ECJ’s decision, the
enterprises involved in the truck cartel case may face other follow-on claims for damages in the member
states of the European Union. (More)
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J&J Says FTC Probing Efforts to Protect Arthritis Drug Remicade

On 30 July 2019, Reuters reported that the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) issued civil subpoenas
to Johnson & Johnson (“J&J”) in June as part of an investigation into whether contracting practices for
its blockbuster rheumatoid arthritis drug, Remicade, violated antitrust laws, the company said in a regu-
latory filing on Monday. Pfizer Inc filed a lawsuit against J&J in 2017, saying its rival’s contracts with
health insurers for blockbuster rheumatoid arthritis drug, Remicade, were anticompetitive and aimed at
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-requires-structural-relief-resolve-antitrust-concerns-nexstar-s-merger
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/transport-and-tourism/irish-hauliers-and-councils-may-seek-200m-damages-against-truck-makers-1.3972328
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/transport-and-tourism/irish-hauliers-and-councils-may-seek-200m-damages-against-truck-makers-1.3972328
https://ca.reuters.com/article/businessNews/idCAKCN1UO0LG-OCABS
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blocking sales of Pfizer’s biosimilar called Inflectra. Inflectra was approved in 2016 while Remicade
went on the market in 1998. (More)

AERFATELRYSNCEEERD, RERLIOCHESE

2019 7A29H, EHEHRE, ERRRT. BERAR, ZBZEXRT. mREAALEE
@KLY, EXEEREFEF(RAN “2X” FHRIFL. B, ZRFLE
TARE-—mEEX S LREEER, RELFETELIONESE (HEARTLT) o M1
B, 2XBHERTELE S XA EIOCETH AR, UgxE., REMKEEENHXT
BISCHIEE. (EEEL)

Barclays, JP Morgan among Banks Facing UK Class Action over Forex-rigging

On 29 July 2019, Reuters reported that Barclays, JP Morgan, RBS, UBS and Citigroup are being sued
by investors over allegations they rigged the global foreign exchange market, in a test of U.S.-style class
actions in Britain. The claim, estimated to be worth more than GBP 1bn, was filed at the Competition
Appeal Tribunal on Monday. Some of the world’s biggest investment banks have already paid more
than a combined USD 11bn in fines to settle U.S., British and European regulatory allegations that trad-
ers rigged the currency markets. (More)
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Japanese Manufacturer Agrees to Pay USD 28.5m Criminal Antitrust Fine for Fix-
ing Prices

On 29 July 2019, the DOJ announced that NHK Spring Co. Ltd. (“NHK Spring”), a Japanese manufac-
turer of suspension assemblies used in hard disk drives, has agreed to plead guilty for its role in a global
conspiracy to fix prices, to pay a USD 28.5m criminal fine. NHK Spring reached agreements with co-
conspirators to refrain from price competition and allocate their respective market shares for suspension

assemblies used in hard disk drives. NHK Spring participated in the conspiracy from at least as early as
May 2008 and continuing until at least April 2016. (More)
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https://ca.reuters.com/article/businessNews/idCAKCN1UO0LG-OCABS
https://ca.reuters.com/article/businessNews/idCAKCN1UO0LG-OCABS
https://ca.reuters.com/article/businessNews/idCAKCN1UO0LG-OCABS
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/japanese-manufacturer-agrees-plead-guilty-fixing-prices-suspension-assemblies-used-hard-disk
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/japanese-manufacturer-agrees-plead-guilty-fixing-prices-suspension-assemblies-used-hard-disk
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/japanese-manufacturer-agrees-plead-guilty-fixing-prices-suspension-assemblies-used-hard-disk
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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