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Chinese Regulators Urge Public Utility Enterprises to Comply with Antitrust Rules

On January 6, 2021, the General Office of the State Council of China published the Opinions on Clean-
ing up and Regulating Charges in Urban Water Supply, Power Supply, Gas Supply and Heat Supply
Industries to Promote High-quality Development of the Industries (“Opinions”), which is jointly issued
by the National Development and Reform Commission, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban-Rural Development, the State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR?”), and the
National Energy Administration. The Opinions underlines that water supply, power supply, gas supply
and heat supply enterprises are prohibited from antitrust violations, and those who violate the Anti-
Monopoly Law, interfere with fair competition in the market or harm the interests of other market play-
ers and consumers will be punished in accordance with relevant laws and regulations. Market regulato-
ry authorities should strengthen price supervision and antitrust enforcement in the field of installation,
maintenance and repair of water supply, power supply, gas supply and heat supply projects, focus on
investigating and punishing violations of laws and regulations such as non-implementation of govern-
ment-set prices or government-guided prices, charging unreasonable fees, reaching and implementing
monopoly agreements, abusing dominant market position and abusing administrative power to elimi-
nate or restrict competition. (More)
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SAMR Schedules Hearing on Yangtze River Pharmaceutical Group’s Alleged Mo-
nopoly Case

On January 4, 2021, SAMR announced that in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 4dminis-
trative Penalty Law and the Interim Measures for Hearing on Administrative Penalties of Market Regu-
lation, it would hold a hearing on the case of the alleged monopoly of Yangtze River Pharmaceutical
Group Co., Ltd at Room A304 of its office area at Sanlihe at 9:00 a.m. on January 8, 2021. (More)
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http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2021-01/06/content_5577440.htm
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2021-01/06/content_5577440.htm
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fgs/tzgg/202101/t20210104_324906.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fgs/tzgg/202101/t20210104_324906.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fgs/tzgg/202101/t20210104_324906.html
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China’s Supreme Court Amends Anti-monopoly Judicial Interpretation

Recently, China’s Supreme People’s Court issued the Decision of the Supreme People’s Court on
Amending the Interpretation (II) of the Supreme People’s Court on Several Issues Concerning the Ap-
plication of Law in the Trial of Patent Infringement and 17 Other Judicial Interpretations on Intellectual
Property Rights. The revised judicial interpretations, which include the Provisions of the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Court on Several Issues Concerning the Application of Law in the Trial of Civil Dispute Cases
Arising from Monopolistic Conduct, came into force on January 1, 2021. (More)
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SAMR Releases Administrative Monopoly Case in Labor Market in Shandong

Recently, the Anti-Monopoly Bureau of SAMR released that the Administration for Market Regulation
of Shandong Province (“Shandong AMR”) investigated the case of the Human Resources and Social
Security Bureau of Zichuan District, Zibo City (“Zichuan HRSS”) abusing administrative power to
eliminate or restrict competition.

According to the whistle-blowing, Zichuan HRSS issued a notice requiring all the supernumerary staff
employed by government organs, institutions and state-owned enterprises in the district to be represent-
ed by Zibo Qixin Labor Service Cooperation Co., Ltd. On September 23, 2020, Zichuan HRSS submit-
ted the rectification report to Shandong AMR, which includes: (i) immediately abolish the document
involved in the case, (ii) publicize the rectification on the website of Zichuan District Government to
accept supervision, and (iii) improve the formulation procedures and management of normative docu-
ments in the next step. (More)
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http://www.court.gov.cn/fabu-xiangqing-282671.html
http://www.court.gov.cn/fabu-xiangqing-282671.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/qlpc/202012/t20201216_324410.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/qlpc/202012/t20201216_324410.html

4

= LIFANG & PARTNERS 2021.01 NO.205
Sl z 5 2w E 5

¥/ 5h A Overseas News
I [ R 22 T 3k ML 3 3E 45 3£ 40012 3 Tk W Arm & IF R &

202141 H6H, #xEZE 57 EE A (Competition and Market Authority, “CMA”) % #i %7 4]
AR, X FEARIL TR L4001 % TR HAmMBI X 7 RIT EREE R, HERBETR ZWE % 2 W
WA AR FEKRE L. CMAR, HERUTXZAEE2 TR ENEZHETHE, Tikat
&, ERTRIE T A e, A& G S AL E A 3E AR IR 5 4 3 F Ry AR AR, B iR m A
BERAE. (EEEZ)

UK to Investigate NVIDIA’s Acquisition of Arm

On January 6, 2021, the UK’s Competition and Market Authority (“CMA”) announced that in advance
of its formal investigation starting later this year on the anticipated acquisition of Arm by NVIDIA, it is
inviting interested third parties to provide initial views on the impact that the takeover could have on
competition in the UK. According to the CMA, it will look at the deal’s possible effect on competition
in the UK. Also, the CMA is likely to consider whether, following the takeover, Arm has an incentive to
withdraw, raise prices or reduce the quality of its IP licensing services to NVIDIA’s rivals. (More)

HFTCHhER 5, FRWEF KT R LRI TIH % & Billie

202141 A5H, #EBKAT S E R4 (Federal Trade Commission, “FTC”) % #i @, Ei&
Bk 75 4F M R U] 37 0% & EEBillie By 1t K. MET, FTCE T20204F12 A8 H &4 LR ATHK
PR XA BRF AT B F E A PR % 4 Fo g B 254, DUFAE T . FTCIA A, T2 % HR
EFWRFNFMT], FiENEHETHRNAENLRE, IR EEE = 757 DUH Rk B Billiery
H##Zlmss., (EEES)

P& G Calls off Proposed Acquisition of Billie after FTC’s Lawsuit

On January 5, 2021, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) announced that the Procter & Gam-
ble Company (“P&G”) has abandoned its proposed acquisition of Billie, Inc (“Billie””). On December 8§,
2020, the FTC announced that it had filed an administrative complaint and authorized staff to seek a
temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction in federal court that would stop the proposed ac-
quisition. The FTC charged that the acquisition would allow P&G, the market-leading supplier of both
women’s and men’s wet shave razors, to eliminate growing competition from Billie. (More)

CoStar GRentPathig £ fa4E: X & Bk 7 W Wt X
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frR A TR, EEERTKRE. FRE, KTUREEEEREACTEE PR EEIONA
HTHRHAR NG ELHRWERR S ST hETE. (EEEL)

4/6



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-to-investigate-nvidia-s-takeover-of-arm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-to-investigate-nvidia-s-takeover-of-arm
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2021/01/statement-ian-conner-director-ftcs-bureau-competition-regarding
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2021/01/statement-ian-conner-director-ftcs-bureau-competition-regarding
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/statement-daniel-francis-deputy-director-ftcs-bureau-0
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CoStar Drops Acquisition of RentPath

ecently, the FTC announced that the parties have abandoned CoStar Group Inc.’s (“CoStar”) pro-
posed acquisition of RentPath Holdings, Inc (“RentPath”). On November 30, 2020, the FTC an-
nounced that it had filed an administrative complaint and authorized staff to seek a preliminary injunc-
tion in federal court that would stop CoStar’s $587.5 million proposed acquisition of RentPath. The
complaint alleges the acquisition would significantly increase concentration in the already highly con-
centrated markets for internet listing services advertising for large apartment complexes in 49 individual
metropolitan areas across the United States. (More)
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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