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Hubei AMR to Set up Antitrust Expert Panel
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Shanghai AMR Issues Local Standard on Competition Compliance
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Xi Stresses Coordination of IPR Protection, Antitrust and Fair Competition Review
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UK to Set up Digital Markets Unit to Tackle Tech Giant Dominance
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Hubei AMR to Set up Antitrust Expert Panel

On December 2, 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Hubei Province (“Hubei AMR”)
announced to set up an antitrust expert panel and recruit members in accordance with the Interim Regu-
lations for Expert Demonstration in Major Anti-Monopoly Cases. This panel aims at strengthening the
intellectual support and talent guarantee for antitrust enforcement in Hubei, giving full play to the pro-
fessional support of experts and further improving the quality of antitrust enforcement. The deadline for
applications is December 20. (More)
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Shanghai AMR Issues Local Standard on Competition Compliance

On December 1, 2020, Shanghai Municipal Administration for Market Regulation (“Shanghai AMR”)
issued the Guidelines to Competition Compliance for Undertakings (“Guidelines”), which is the first
local standard in China to guide undertakings to carry out all-round competition compliance construc-
tion. Focusing on the entire process of production and operation, the Guidelines stipulates the basic re-
quirements for undertakings to participate in market competition in accordance with relevant provisions
of the Anti-Monopoly Law (“AML”), including the requirements for leadership responsibility, organiza-
tional structure, process management, guarantee mechanism, evaluation and improvement, which ap-
plies to the competition compliance management of all types of undertakings in Shanghai. (More)
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http://scjg.hubei.gov.cn/zfxxgk/zcwj/qtwj/202012/t20201202_3064532.shtml
http://scjg.hubei.gov.cn/zfxxgk/zcwj/qtwj/202012/t20201202_3064532.shtml
http://scjgj.sh.gov.cn/919/20201201/2c9bf2f67618a24601761beb984b0c16.html
http://scjgj.sh.gov.cn/919/20201201/2c9bf2f67618a24601761beb984b0c16.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/leaders/2020-12/01/c_1126808128.htm
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Xi Stresses Coordination of IPR Protection, Antitrust and Fair Competition Review

On November 30, 2020, the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee held its 25th group study
on strengthening the intellectual property rights (“IPR”) protection. Xi Jinping, general secretary of the
CPC Central Committee, stressed that while strictly implementing the relevant provisions of the Civil
Code, relevant laws and regulations should be improved at a faster pace, amendments to the Patent
Law, Trademark Law, Copyright Law, AML, and other relevant laws should be coordinated, and the
consistency of laws should be enhanced. IPR protection, antitrust, fair competition review and other
work should be coordinated to promote the independent, orderly flow and efficient allocation of innova-
tion factors. Laws, regulations, policies and measures related to antitrust and fair competition involving
IPR should be improved to form legitimate and powerful means of restriction. (More)
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FTC Sues to Block CoStar’s Proposed Acquisition of RentPath

On November 30, 2020, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) announced that it has filed an admin-
istrative complaint and authorized a suit in federal court to block the internet listing services (“ILS”)
provider CoStar Group Inc.’s (“CoStar”) proposed USD 587.5 million acquisition of competitor
RentPath Holdings, Inc. (“RentPath”). The complaint alleges the acquisition would significantly in-
crease concentration in the already highly concentrated markets for internet listing services advertising
for large apartment complexes in 49 individual metropolitan areas across the United States. According
to the complaint, 70 percent of U.S. apartment complexes with 200 or more units, and approximately 50
percent of U.S. apartment buildings with 100 to 199 units, advertise on ILSs operated by either CoStar,
or RentPath, or both. (More)
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http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/02/c_139556530.htm
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/11/ftc-sues-block-costar-group-incs-proposed-acquisition-chief
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/11/ftc-sues-block-costar-group-incs-proposed-acquisition-chief
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-competition-regime-for-tech-giants-to-give-consumers-more-choice-and-control-over-their-data-and-ensure-businesses-are-fairly-treated
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UK to Set up Digital Markets Unit to Tackle Tech Giant Dominance

On November 27, 2020, the U.K. government announced to set up a dedicated Digital Markets Unit
(“DMU”) within the Competition and Markets Authority to govern the behavior of platforms that cur-
rently dominate the market, such as Google and Facebook, to ensure consumers and small businesses
are not disadvantaged. DMU will begin work in April and cooperate closely with regulators including
Ofcom and the Information Commissioner’s Office. DMU is to introduce and enforce a new code,
which will set clear expectations over what represents acceptable behavior when interacting with com-
petitors and users for platforms that hold considerable market power. (More)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-competition-regime-for-tech-giants-to-give-consumers-more-choice-and-control-over-their-data-and-ensure-businesses-are-fairly-treated
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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