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SAMR Issues Interim Provisions on the Review of Concentration of Undertakings

On October 27, 2020, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR?”) issued the Inter-
im Provisions on the Review of Concentration of Undertakings (“Interim Provisions”) which will
come into force as of December 1, 2020. There are 65 articles in the Interim Provisions, which are di-
vided into 7 chapters, including general provisions, notification of concentration of undertakings, re-
view of concentration of undertakings, supervision and implementation of restrictive conditions, inves-
tigation of illegal implementation of concentration of undertakings, legal liability, and supplementary
provisions. Article 2 of the Interim Provisions stipulates that SAMR may, according to the needs of
work, entrust the administrations for market regulation of provinces, autonomous regions and centrally-
administered municipalities to review concentration of undertakings. (More)
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China to Crack Down on the Restrictions of Competition in Online Markets

Recently, SAMR, together with other 13 departments issued the Special Action Plan for Cyber-market
Regulation (Action of Cyber-sword) in 2020 and decided to jointly carry out the Action of the Cyber-
sword from October to December. According to the plan, competent authorities will severely crack
down on excluding, restricting competition and hindering or disrupting the normal operation of network
products or services legally provided by other operators; investigate and punish e-commerce platform
operators who impose unreasonable restrictions or attach unreasonable conditions on online sellers.
(More)
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http://gkml.samr.gov.cn/nsjg/fgs/202010/t20201027_322664.html
http://gkml.samr.gov.cn/nsjg/fgs/202010/t20201027_322664.html
http://gkml.samr.gov.cn/nsjg/wjs/202010/t20201030_322742.html
http://gkml.samr.gov.cn/nsjg/wjs/202010/t20201030_322742.html
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20th EU-China Competition Week Held Online

Recently, the 20th EU-China Competition Week was held online by the Anti-Monopoly Bureau of
SAMR and the European Commission Directorate-General for Competition. During the meeting, the
officials and experts discussed a broad range of topics, including the Chinese Fair Competition Review
System, the European Commission’s White Paper on Foreign Subsidies, the proposed amendments to
the Anti-Monopoly Law and merger control regime, international cooperation in the implementation of
merger remedies and cartel investigations, notification thresholds. (More)
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Ninth Circuit Declines to Rehear FTC’s Qualcomm Suit

On October 29, 2020, Reuters reported that, in a brief order, the United States Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit said it would not rehear the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”)’s antitrust case
against Qualcomm. Previously, the FTC filed a petition with the Ninth Circuit requesting rehearing en
banc on September 25. In a complaint filed on January 17, 2017, the FTC charged Qualcomm with us-
ing anticompetitive tactics to maintain monopolies in markets for the supply of modem chips, compo-
nents that facilitate cellular communications in cellphones and other consumer products. On May 21,
2019, Judge Lucy H. Koh of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California ruled in favor
of the FTC, finding that the company violated U.S. antitrust law. On August 11, 2020, that decision was
reversed by a three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/sjdt/gzdt/202010/t20201026_322640.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/sjdt/gzdt/202010/t20201026_322640.html
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/u.s.-antitrust-regulator-loses-bid-to-revive-qualcomm-case-2020-10-28-0
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/u.s.-antitrust-regulator-loses-bid-to-revive-qualcomm-case-2020-10-28-0
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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