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E W E H Domestic News
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Shanxi AMR Fines A Gas Supplier CNY 1.643m for Abuse of Dominance

On July 24, 2020, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) released a sanction
decision made by the Administration for Market Regulation of Shanxi Province (“Shanxi AMR”) in
which Shanxi AMR confiscated the illegal gains of and levied fines on Shanxi Jianke Natural Gas
Technology Co., Ltd. (“Jianke”) for abuse of dominance. The confiscated illegal gains and fines to-
taled CNY 1.643m. Shanxi AMR found that Jianke abused its dominant market position in the city
pipeline natural gas supply service market in the area of Yu County by restricting real estate develop-
ment companies to transact exclusively with Jianke on pipeline natural gas installation for new residen-
tial constructions and the materials supply without any justifications. (More)

LA T MR A B A IR A = 2R R

202057A24H, THEERAAF T HIAGTHREECER (“LHREWTHR" ) Fhiths
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Jiangsu AMR Terminates Antitrust Probe into Yancheng ENN

On July 24, 2020, SAMR published the decision on the termination of investigation issued by the Ad-
ministration for Market Regulation of Jiangsu Province (“Jiangsu AMR”) in which the antitrust inves-
tigation into the suspected abuse of dominance of Yancheng ENN Gas Co., Ltd. (“Yancheng ENN”)
was terminated. In December of 2015, the antitrust regulator launched a formal investigation against
Yancheng ENN because of the suspected unreasonable transaction terms in the pipeline gas services
contracts. After that, the antitrust regulator decided to suspend the investigation on February 20, 2019,
upon Yancheng ENN’s application and recently decided to terminate the investigation after considering
the implementation of the rectification commitment proposed by Yancheng ENN. (More)

FRUFEREZRZHBERBHEZR AT LW
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202007/t20200724_320228.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202007/t20200724_320228.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202007/t20200724_320227.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202007/t20200724_320227.html
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Vice Minister of SAMR Attends BRICS Coordination Committee on Antimonopoly
Policy Webinar

On July 23, 2020, Ms. Gan Lin, the vice minister of SAMR, attended the BRICS Coordination Commit-
tee on Antimonopoly Policy’s webinar and introduced the preparatory work for the 7th BRICS Interna-
tional Competition Conference to be hosted in China in 2021. During the webinar, the heads of BRICS
competition authorities issued the Joint Statement of BRICS Competition Authorities on COVID-19
Pandemic, which expresses the standpoints of strengthening in-depth cooperation in the competition
field of BRICS and jointly dealing with the economic challenges of COVID-19. (More)

EABANT: MARERY, #0HERHHETHOIENE

202047A23H, EHBRAATEA (FFHLRMELS T A KR E0205 TLFELTEE
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China to Further Strengthen the Enforcement Against Unlawful Monopoly Behav-
iors Related to APIs and Imported Drugs

On July 23, 2020, the General Office of the State Council issued the Notice on Promulgation of Key
Tasks for Deepening the Reform of Medical and Health Sectors in the Second Half Year of 2020
(“Notice”). The Notice underlines that the supply and price of medicines in short supply shall be stabi-
lized, and it is necessary to further strengthen the enforcement of unlawful monopoly behaviors con-
cerning active pharmaceutical ingredients (“APIs”) and imported drugs. The burden of enforcement in
these fields is shared respectively by Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (“MIIT”), Na-
tional Health Commission, SAMR, etc. (More)

ek, BEXRXKE: WRRENFATE, BT FEEN

202047A20, BEARKR. BEXZRPREZRLBRARA T (XTAFH Rz E4
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REWFH LM, RHEELETE BFRFTREN, SHEALLTETE, EIits
FZHEERTHAE, REHFESTANE L, REHIEZMTY, REEERA, 3
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SPC and NDRC: Strengthening the Trial of Monopoly Dispute Cases and Comply-
ing with Competitive Neutrality Principle
On July 22, 2020, the Supreme People’s Court (“SPC”) and National Development and Reform Com-

mission (“NDRC”) jointly issued the Opinion on Providing Judiciary Services and Safeguards for Ac-
celerating the Improvement of the Socialist Market Economy System in the New Era (“Opinion”). The
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202007/t20200723_320175.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202007/t20200723_320175.html
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2020-07/23/content_5529417.htm
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2020-07/23/content_5529417.htm
http://www.court.gov.cn/fabu-xiangqing-242911.html
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Opinion points out that, to improve the trial of monopoly dispute cases, it is necessary to (i) accurately
comprehend relevant legal norms; (ii) comply with the competitive neutrality principle; (iii) comprehen-
ively utilize different kinds of evaluation methods; (iv) establish and improve the third-party review
and assessment mechanisms; (v) judge the legitimacy of competition behaviors by laws; (vi) prevent
monopoly behaviors in time; (vii) raise the costs of unlawful conduct; (viii) guide undertakings to com-
pete fairly and faithfully; and (ix) to enhance the vitality of the market competition. (More)
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AWML, XHELH#TER. (BEEESL)

SAMR Seeks Comments on Draft Amendment of the Provisions on Prohibition of
Abusing Intellectual Property Rights to Eliminate and Restrict Competition

On July 21, 2020, SAMR released the Decision on the Amendments of Several Regulations (Exposure
Draft) (“Draft Decision”), which includes the proposed amendments to the Provisions on the Prohibi-
tion of Abusing Intellectual Property Rights to Eliminate and Restrict Competition (‘“Provisions”). The
proposed amendments to the Provisions including delete “(except for price monopoly)” in Article 3 (A),
add a new clause as Article 14 (B): “The anti-monopoly enforcement agencies referred to in the Provi-
sions shall include SAMR and the provincial market regulatory departments”, and amend the name of
relevant agencies and documents. (More)

B & BT ERT 6 4l A SRS A BRI A %%
202047A218, EHFRAMTER (XTH—SRUERFEEF RS THE N LHEE L)
CARIY 7D o (ER) i, EREIMOYEEERA, BT 600 E LER
AANHE P REB T GRS MERAPEBLM, ERAXAETER, PET L LKA
FHXRBERBTATHEN RS R FATERTIRELRA. PRAGH. THEHEH
XHTRAHRERE S THF. (BEEES)

State Council Prohibits Platform Enterprises from Abusing Market Dominance to
Charge Unfairly High Service Fees

On July 21, 2020, the General Office of the State Council released the Implementation Opinions on Fur-
ther Optimizing Business Environments to Better Serve Market Entities (“Opinions”). The Opinions
underlines that the operating costs for small and micro enterprises shall be reduced. The Opinions also
points out that it is necessary to encourage and guide platform enterprises to appropriately reduce plat-
form commissions, bar code fees, online payment fees and other service fees charged to small and micro
enterprises, prohibit platform enterprises from abusing market dominance to charge unfairly hi
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http://www.court.gov.cn/fabu-xiangqing-242911.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/hd/zjdc/202007/t20200721_320091.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/hd/zjdc/202007/t20200721_320091.html
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2020-07/21/content_5528615.htm
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vice fees. The burden of enforcement in these fields is shared respectively by SAMR, Cyberspace Ad-
ministration of China, MIIT, etc. (More)

EAREEFER: LRBY o RATRAR A ZBA R 5 ¥ S0
202047A218, EFRALTEEELA (AT LAZRY 7EER%EL AR L BT RR
W AR R AR RS S EERLER) (C (EBHRD) 7D . (E
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BAR A7 22 W AR KR A B RAE A 4 LR A ML ME L 4o LR BUR IE LU0 X T = A B AL A
AEER. (EEES)

State Council Condemns the Administrative Monopolies in Weifang City, Shandong
Province

On 21 July 2020, the Inspection Department of the General Office of the State Council condemned the
administrative monopolies in Weifang City, Shandong province. According to the inspection, the Bu-
reau of Housing and Urban-Rural Development in Weifang and its subordinate institutions along with
the Weifang Construction Engineering Quality and Safety Association abused their administrative pow-
ers and monopolized the business of issuing professional qualifications and of making labels. In re-
sponse, Shandong Government is organizing relating agencies to investigate and rectify. (More)

YA A Overseas News

EEE4TE R K A202045 H WBEFH HEE

20205F7A23H, ZERFETERLAATHM GrWEFIEHE) o FRIEERIT 82013F LIk
FERFEERMABEZNER, AH T AATRIERFREINIGREBEUREER ST HE
RNEFRRLBEIONTEIEAREF RGN EZEMEREE. ZEE G ENS L R LT A
FMEFRFERE. FERFERERIERES TARERFHRA. (EFEES)

The Autorité de la concurrence Publishes Its New Merger Control Guidelines

On July 23, 2020, the Autorité de la concurrence published its new merger control guidelines. Consider-
ing the experience of the Autorité and case law since 2013, the guidelines identify transactions which
are not, a priori, likely to give rise to competition concerns and require the Autoritéto ensure that a re-
sponse regarding the completeness of the notification files is usually provided within ten working days
of the notification. The purpose of these new guidelines is to provide companies and their lawyers with
an educational presentation on the scope of merger control in France and the conduct of the procedure
before the Autorité. (More)

RAMRZHRENM A FER, TIRYRRFHETHRIT KL HE
202047A22H, ERMARE, EAMRZHHENMHLCAERF T D HRF R 2B
&, BlHRATNNHRBALHEHHHEERM TBeats B. WEIN, ALAXELE Y
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http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2020-07/23/content_5529417.htm
http://www.gov.cn/hudong/ducha/2020-07/21/content_5528518.htm
http://www.gov.cn/hudong/ducha/2020-07/21/content_5528518.htm
https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/autorite-de-la-concurrence-publishes-its-new-guidelines-regarding-merger-control
https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/autorite-de-la-concurrence-publishes-its-new-guidelines-regarding-merger-control
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Apple, Amazon Offices Raided by Italy Antitrust Agency for Curbing the Sales

On July 22, 2020, it was reported by Bloomberg that Italy’s antitrust authority said it was investigating
Apple Inc. and Amazon.com Inc. because these two companies were suspected of unfairly curbing the
sale of the iPhone maker’s Beats products by anyone other than members of its official reseller pro-
gram. The authority said in a statement that many retailers had been removed from Amazon’s local mar-
ketplace as a result of the curbing behavior of these two companies, which could lower the incentives
for efficient competition on the prices of Apple and Beats products. It was reported that the Italian probe
comes as both companies are facing in-depth scrutiny from the European Union’s antitrust authority in
areas central to their business. (More)
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-22/apple-amazon-offices-raided-in-italy-over-beats-headphone-sales
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-22/apple-amazon-offices-raided-in-italy-over-beats-headphone-sales
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NHEFESFRE (LAWT) WENRAWEEF Ko T R EERAESHETAS LR, i
AARGRTUBREREZRIEFNEER D RERKRE, LRANERESH,

This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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