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Shanghai AMR Invites Comments on Draft Competition Compliance Guidance for
Business Operators

On 3 July 2020, the Shanghai Municipal Administration for Market Regulation (“Shanghai AMR”)
released a draft provincial standard: the Competition Compliance Guidance for Business Operators
(Exposure Draft). The draft standard underlines the basic requirements for business operators to partici-
pate in market competition in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Anti-Monopoly Law, in-
cluding the basic requirements of business operators’ competition compliance, competition compliance
management responsibilities for the managers of undertakings, compliance cooperation mechanism,
compliance risk identification and compliance measures, compliance guarantee mechanism, assessment
and improvement mechanism, etc. The deadline for submitting comments is 3 August 2020. (More)
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The Monopoly Agreement Dispute Concerning SMEPC and VISCAS Moved to
Shanghai High Court

On 2 July 2020, wenshu.court.gov.cn released a procedural ruling made by the Shanghai High People’s
Court (“Shanghai High Court”), in accordance with which the monopoly agreement case concerning
State Grid Shanghai Municipal Electric Power Company (“SMEPC”) and VISCAS Corporation
(“VISCAS”) had been moved to the jurisdiction of the Shanghai High Court as the request by the
Shanghai Intellectual Property Court (“Shanghai IP Court”). This case is the first civil monopoly dis-
pute and the first horizontal monopoly agreement dispute raised by a Chinese company based on the
sanction decision of an oversea antitrust regulator accepted and reviewed by Shanghai IP Court. As
complication and difficulties are commonly involved in hearing this case and the judgment of this case
can be referred in hearing similar cases, the Shanghai IP Court requested the Shanghai High Court to
hear this case, which was accepted by the latter on 27 March 2020. (More)
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http://fw.scjgj.sh.gov.cn/shaic/ask!toOnlineFaqDetailPage.action?id=0000009a202007020002
http://fw.scjgj.sh.gov.cn/shaic/ask!toOnlineFaqDetailPage.action?id=0000009a202007020002
https://wenshu.court.gov.cn/website/wenshu/181107ANFZ0BXSK4/index.html?docId=144a4dedb92040939c0dabeb011ab961
https://wenshu.court.gov.cn/website/wenshu/181107ANFZ0BXSK4/index.html?docId=144a4dedb92040939c0dabeb011ab961
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Hunan AMR Fines Two Bottled Gas Companies for Collusion

On 2 June 2020, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) published the sanction
decisions in which the Administration for Market Regulation of Hunan Province (“Hunan AMR”)
fined one local bottled gas company 3% of its turnover in 2018 (around CNY 1.76m), and exempted the
other one bottled gas company from sanction under the leniency programme. Upon the investigation,
the Hunan AMR found that these two companies divided the shares and regions of the bottled gas mar-
ket by reaching and implementing horizontal monopoly agreement under the instruction of the local gas
authority. (More)
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Zhejiang AMR to Provide Antitrust Compliance Training for S00 Key Enterprises

On 30 June 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Zhejiang Province (“Zhejiang AMR”)
announced that it had decided to continue to provide antitrust compliance training for 500 key enterpris-
es in Zhejiang province, helping them to prevent and settle antitrust risks under regular epidemic pre-
vention. The Zhejiang AMR pointed out that it would invite antitrust experts to carry out the training,
provide specific solutions and guide the implementation, help enterprises to improve the competition
compliance system, and further enhance the competition compliance awareness of enterprises. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202007/t20200702_319339.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202007/t20200702_319339.html
http://zjamr.zj.gov.cn/art/2020/6/30/art_1228969893_49444837.html
http://zjamr.zj.gov.cn/art/2020/6/30/art_1228969893_49444837.html
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FTC and DOJ Issue New Vertical Merger Guidelines

On 30 June 2020, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) and Department of Justice issued new Verti-
cal Merger Guidelines (“Guidelines”) that outlines how the federal antitrust agencies evaluate the like-
ly competitive impact of vertical mergers and whether those mergers comply with U.S. antitrust law. A
primary goal of the Guidelines is to help the antitrust agencies identify and challenge competitively
harmful vertical mergers. The FTC said that the Guidelines will increase transparency into the antitrust
agencies’ principal analytical techniques, practices, and enforcement policies for evaluating vertical
transactions. (More)
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CMA Fines Musical Instrument Firms Roland and Korg for RPM

On 29 June 2020, the UK’s Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) released that it had fined 2
musical instrument makers, Roland and Korg, a total of GBP 5.5m for implementing resale price
maintenance (“RPM”) by restricting online discounting of musical instruments. The CMA found that
Roland required its electronic drum kits, related components and accessories to be sold at or above a
minimum price between 7 January 2011 and 17 April 2018, while Korg did the same for its hi-tech mu-
sic equipment and synthesizers, from 9 June 2015 to 17 April 2018. (More)
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https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/06/ftc-doj-issue-antitrust-guidelines-evaluating-vertical-mergers
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/06/ftc-doj-issue-antitrust-guidelines-evaluating-vertical-mergers
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/06/ftc-doj-issue-antitrust-guidelines-evaluating-vertical-mergers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/musical-instrument-firms-to-pay-millions-after-breaking-competition-law
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/musical-instrument-firms-to-pay-millions-after-breaking-competition-law
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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ﬁ www.lifanglaw.com ’\\\ Tel: +8610 64096099
E= Email: info@lifanglaw.com = Fax: +8610 64096260/64096261
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