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Jiangsu AMR to Set Up Antitrust Expert Group

On 20 March 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Jiangsu Province (“Jiangsu AMR”)
issued a recruitment announcement to recruit fair competition review and antitrust experts to set up an
expert group. The candidates should have a high theoretical level or rich practical experience in such
fields as competition policy, fair competition review and antitrust. The members of the expert group
will be commissioned by Jiangsu AMR to carry out important matters consultation, sophisticated case
demonstration, hotspot subject research, third party assessment, and other related work. The deadline
for application is April 3. (More)
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Zhejiang AMR to Take Special Actions Against Antitrust Violations

On 18 March 2020, the Zhejiang News reported that the Administration for Market Regulation of
Zhejiang Province (“Zhejiang AMR”) would take special actions against antitrust violations to protect
market fair competition and optimize the business environment. Zhejiang AMR would focus on crack-
ing down monopolistic behaviors that: (i)hindering the prevention and control of COVID-19 corona-
virus epidemic, the resumption of work and production; (ii)existing in people’s livelihood and increas-
ing the burden of enterprises; and (iii)eliminating or restricting market entry and impeding the fair com-
petition of private enterprises conducted by administrative agencies. The special actions were scheduled
to be started in March and ended in September. (More)
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http://scjgj.jiangsu.gov.cn/art/2020/3/20/art_70312_9017490.html
http://scjgj.jiangsu.gov.cn/art/2020/3/20/art_70312_9017490.html
https://zj.zjol.com.cn/news.html?id=1413779
https://zj.zjol.com.cn/news.html?id=1413779
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FTC Imposes Conditions on Danaher Corporation’s Acquisition of GE Biopharma

On 19 March 2020, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) announced that Danaher Corporation had
agreed to divest assets to settle FTC charges that its proposed USD 21.4bn acquisition of General Elec-
tric’s biopharmaceutical business, GE Biopharma. The FTC alleged that the proposed acquisition would
substantially lessen competition in the United States (and potentially the rest of the world) in highly
concentrated product markets for ten products that companies use to manufacture biopharmaceutical
drugs. Danaher would divest to Sartorius AG all rights and assets to research, develop, manufacture,
market, and sell these products. Based in Germany, Sartorius provides bioprocessing equipment and
other products to the life sciences industry. (More)
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France Imposes Record-breaking Antitrust Fines upon Apple

On 16 March 2020, France’s competition watchdog, the Autorité de la concurrence, announced that it
handed out fines totalling EUR 1.1bn to Apple for engaging in cartels within its distribution network
and abuse of a situation of economic dependency with regard to its “premium” independent distributors.
The two wholesalers, Tech Data and Ingram Micro, were also fined, respectively, EUR 76.1m and EUR
62.9m for one of the cartel practices. In total, the fines amount to EUR 1.24bn which is the biggest fine
has ever been imposed upon by Autorité de la concurrence. (More)
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https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/03/ftc-imposes-conditions-danaher-corporations-acquisition-ge
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/03/ftc-imposes-conditions-danaher-corporations-acquisition-ge
https://mp.weixinbridge.com/mp/wapredirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2Ffines-handed-down-apple-tech-data-and-ingram-micro
https://mp.weixinbridge.com/mp/wapredirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2Ffines-handed-down-apple-tech-data-and-ingram-micro
https://mp.weixinbridge.com/mp/wapredirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fcompetition%2Fmergers%2Fnews.html
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DG COMP Encourages Companies to Delay Merger Notifications and Submit Digi-
tal Format

Recently, the European Commission said that the Directorate-General for Competition (“DG COMP”)
had put in place a number of measures to ensure business continuity in the enforcement of the EU Mer-
ger Regulation. However, due to the complexities and disruptions caused by the Coronavirus, compa-
nies were encouraged to delay merger notifications originally planned until further notice, where possi-
ble. Hand deliveries to DG COMP premises would remain possible but may become difficult due to re-
duced presence of staff. DG COMP would temporarily also accept and actually encouraged all submis-
sions in digital format. (More)
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FTC’s Premerger Notification Office Implements Temporary e-Filing System

Recently, the FTC announced that, due to the developing COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, and con-
sistent with guidance from the Office of Personnel Management, the Premerger Notification Office
would implement a temporary e-filing system. During this emergency, all filings must be submitted via
this system, and all hard copy and DVD submissions would be suspended. (More)
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https://mp.weixinbridge.com/mp/wapredirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fcompetition%2Fmergers%2Fnews.html
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/03/premerger-notification-office-implements-temporary-e-filing
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/03/premerger-notification-office-implements-temporary-e-filing
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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